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ABSTRACT

In this era of global knowledge economy, acquisition and creation of
knowledge has become the main source and foundation for companies to seek
innovations. Corporate knowledge acquisition and learning networks are thus
mainstream topics of research. However, most of the existing studies are primarily
focused on formal learning channels and seldom pay attention to informal learning
channels which are, in fact, more dominantly and frequently used in practice.
Therefore, this study focused on the machinery industry in northern Kaohsiung to
investigate how informal learning networks are formed between companies and the
role they play in knowledge creation. This study integrated two concepts, namely
“local learning” and *“connection of global knowledge pipelines”, to explore informal
learning between machinery companies and local companies and global companies.

The local learning of machinery companies in northern Kaohsiung lies in local
collaborative production networks. Because these companies are located in the same
space, their geographical, social, cultural, and cognitive proximities have allowed
them to develop a close and informal learning network, through which latest
information and local buzz can be instantly transmitted or diffused. Besides, these
machinery companies also make informal connections with global knowledge
pipelines through international trade fairs. International trade fairs offer a great
learning field for them to exhibit innovative products, meet professionals from all



over the world, and have direct interactions with them. Thus, machinery companies
can make use of this field to collect knowledge about latest innovations, market
tendencies, and seek suitable partners for knowledge collaboration.

Keywords: Innovation, Informal learning, Local learning, Proximity,
Global knowledge pipelines, Trade fairs.
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